
Modeling Words and Phrases 

How do I know what words to model? 
It might take your AAC learner a really long time before they begin to use some words meaningfully on their 
AAC device and that’s OK. It’s OK to keep modeling and waiting for a response! Remember to keep 
modeling core words and really motivating fringe words while you talk. Fringe words are awesome for 
getting the attention of the learner but core words are what we use most of all through the day when we talk. 

One of the great things about core words is that they are easy to start combining with other words and begin 
to build phrases. When your child is ready for more than one word at a time, we can model core and fringe 
to make two-word phrases and more. 

     

How do I start modeling phrases? 

When your child is beginning to respond to you modeling one word by selecting words themselves or 
imitating your button presses you can start to expand. Start with words you’ve already been modeling at the 
single word level. If your learner knows some fringe words, such as words for their favorite toys, books, or 
foods, you could start to add “play,” or “eat,” to those words, making phrases such as “eat cookie,” or “play 
car.” “Go ___” is also great for building two-word phrases. Core words are quite abstract concepts – your 
child will likely mix them up when they are learning. It’s OK if they tell you “eat car” – you can respond by 
modeling “play car” or whatever makes more sense in the context!  

It’s great to also model two-word phrases that are all core. Phrases like “eat more” or “go out” are very 
useful for learners because they can be used in lots of different contexts. 

Responding to my child’s communication 

If your child is using one word on their AAC device (or verbally) to communicate with you, using a two-word 
phrase to respond is really beneficial to their language learning. For example, if they say “cookie” to ask for 
a cookie, you can respond by modeling “eat cookie” and say “Yes, let’s eat cookie!” In this way you are 
exposing your child to their next step in expressive language while also responding to their communication 
in a natural and rewarding way. 
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